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RARE  LITHUANIAN  FIREFIGHTER’S  DECORATIONS  OF  ZA(;ARE 


FIGURE  1.  G.  Naryskinas  Zagare  firefighter's  company 
medal.  Variety  1. 


FIGURE  2.  G.  Naryskinas  Zagare  firefighter's  company 
medal.  Variety  2. 


FIGURES  3.  Medal  for  the  Naryskinas  Farm  and  Craft 
shows.  Silver,  38  mm.  The  bronze  version  measures  48  mm. 


By  Darius  Kubilas,  Vilnius,  Lithuania 
Translated  by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

In  A.  Astikas'  book  "Lithuanian  Orders,  Medals  & 
Pins  1918-1940"  on  Plate  XIII  is  a photograph  of  the 
obverse  of  the  medal  for  firelighters  of  the  Naryskinai 
Estate.  The  decoration  was  established  in  1902.  In  his 
article  "From  the  Naryskinai  medal  to  the  Firefighter’s 
Cross  (Published  in  Ugniagesys  [The  Firefighter], 
December  1989,  No.  3),"  Astikas  writes,  "Probably  the  first 
medal  to  recognize  firefighters  in  Lithuania  was  established 
in  1902  at  the  estate  of  Duke  Naryskinas  in  Zagare,  where 
a local  fire  fighting  company  was  located. " 

"On  the  reverse  of  the  medal... at  the  bottom  is 

1902,  in  the  center  is  the  date  of  presentation:  10  October 

1903. "  (See  Figure  2)." 

Thus  the  author  is  correct  that  this  medal  was  issued 

V 

at  Zagare.  However,  the  medal  described  by  A.  Astikas  is 
the  second  variety,  and  it  reaffirms  that  the  medal  was 
established  in  1902.  Had  A.  Astikas  known  about  the  first 
variety  of  this  medal,  which  was  discovered  by  this  author 
(see  Figure  1),  he  no  doubt  would  have  stated  that  the 
purpose  of  the  medal  was  to  recognize  five  years  of  service 
by  a lirefighter.  What  was  the  motivation  of  Duke 
Naryskinas  in  establishing  this  medal,  that  is  another  topic 
for  discussion. 

Zagare  is  located  in  northern  Lithuania  just  south  of 
the  Latvian  border  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  in 
Lithuania  whose  history  can  be  traced  to  the  13th  century. 
It  is  known  for  its  stud-farm,  which  raises  internationally 
acclaimed  Hanovers. 

At  the  end  of  the  19th  and  the  beginning  of  the  2()th 

V 

century,  Zagare  experienced  rapid  growth  not  only  because 
of  growth  in  small  trades  but  also  due  to  tariff  collection  on 
goods  going  to  the  large  city  of  Riga.  FAtremely  important 
in  all  of  this  was  the  horse  breeding  enterprise  of  the 
Naryskinas  Estates,  which  were  well-maintained.  Thus  it  is 
not  surprising  that  by  the  beginning  of  the  First  World 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2.... 
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2.  ZAC.ARE  MEDALS 

(Continued  from  page  1...) 

Ns  ar,  there  were  14,lXX)  inhabitants  in  Zagare.  Today,  the  restored 
Nar\  skinas  mansion  and  estate  is  a tourist  attraction. 

.\t  that  time,  in  all  of  Hurope,  there  were  trade  exhibitions  and 
competitions  not  only  in  the  capital  cities,  but  also  in  smaller  cities  and  in 
villages.  Many  such  exhibitions  were  organized  in  small  cities  in  the  territory 
of  contemporary  Latvia.  This,  of  course,  motivated  Lithuanian  land  owners, 
retailers/wholesalers,  large  and  small  manufacturers  and  tradesmen  to 
organize  similar  exhibits. 

At  the  end  of  the  19th  century  such  exhibitions  had  been  held  in 
Vilnius,  Kaunas,  Siauliai,  Plunge  and  Rietuva.  and  by  the  beginning  of  the 
20th  century,  they  had  reached  even  Zagare.  The  earlier  exhibits  were 
sponsored  by  nobles  such  as  Plateriai,  Zubovai,  Oginskiai.  The  Zagare 


The  Naiyskinas  firefighters  medal 
described  by  A.  Astikas  appears  to  have  been 
hastily  minted  and  even  more  hastily 
engraved,  possibly  so  as  to  be  able  to  present 
it  to  the  local  firefighters  and  show 
participants. 


exhibit  was  sponsored  by  Duke  G.  Naiyskinas. 

On  October  10-12  1903,  the  first  but  not  the  last,  farm  and  craft  show 
was  held.  Many  visitors  came  not  only  from  the  surrounding  area  but  from 
distant  cities  of  the  Russian  Empire  and  from  abroad. 

Aheady  from  the  middle  of  the  19th  century  there  was  a custom  of 
minting  gold  (often  gold  plated)  silver  (sometimes  silver  plated)  and  bronze 
medals  to  be  awarded  to  the  participants  of  these  shows.  These  medals, 
besides  serving  as  advertisements  for  the  host  city  or  host  estate,  also  served 
the  vital  function  of  encouraging  the  participants  to  participate  in  upcoming 
shows. 

Medals  of  various  metals  were  minted  for  each  of  the  Lithuanian 
exhibits  mentioned  above.  Medals  of  two  sizes  (38  and  48  mm.)  and  in  silver 
and  bronze  (See  Figure  3)  were  minted  for  the  Zagare  farm  and  craft 
exhibition.  The  author  was  not  able  to  find  medals  in  other  metals  minted  for 
the  Zagare  fair. 


It  must  be  noted  that  the  number  of 
medals  minted  for  the  Zagare  Fair  were  not 
less  than  the  number  minted  for  the  fair  held 
earher  at  other  Lithuanian  cities.  However, 
between  collections  of  museums  and  of 
private  collectors,  the  show  medals  are  rare. 
And  of  the  firefighters  medal,  only  one  is 
known.  Thus  it  is  important  to  study  in  detail 
the  silver  medals  for  the  ^gare  Naiyskinas 
firefighters  company  (See  Table). 

[EDITOR'S  NOTE:  In  my  small 
community  of  Albion,  Michigan,  there  were 
three  Lithuanian  families  who  were  from 
Zagare,  with  the  surnames  of:  Baskevich, 
Skriduhs,  and  Tautkus,  who  came  to  America 
in  the  early  20th  century.  There  are  still  some 
descendants  today.  If  interested,  let  me  know 
and  I can  supply  further  information.  -F.P.] 


General  characteristics, 
and  comparisons  of 

Detail  description  of  differences  between  the  medals 

obverse  and  reverse 

Variety  1 

Variety  II 

General 

appearance 

Medal  is  minted  with  suspension  loop. 

Rim  of  obverse  and  reverse  is  raised. 

Similar  in  appearance  to  period  Russian  medals. 

Follows  conventional  layout. 

36  mm.  27.3  grams. 

Medal  is  minted  with  suspension  loop. 

(Could  also  be  welded  on. ) 

Rim  more  like  Russian  coins  or  older  coins 
in  general  . 

Busy  layout 

36  mm.  27.3  grams. 

Obverse: 
a)  pictorial 
elements 

Crossed  firefighter's  axes  with  torch  in  center. 
RrefighteFs  helmet  where  axe  and  torch  handles  cross. 

Crossed  firefighter's  axes  with  torch  in  center. 
No  firefighter's  helmet. 

Field  decorated  with  leaved  branches. 

b)  text 

The  date  of  issue.  19  and  02  are  at  edges  of  design  anc 
underneath  are  the  Russian  letters 

No  date 

Same  Russian  letters: 

n.  K. 

(Zh.  P.  K.) 

(Zagare  Firefightering  Company) 

)K.  n.  K. 

(Zh.  P.  K.) 

(Zagare  Firefightering  Company) 

Reverse: 
a)  text 
around  rim 

}KArOPCKAH  nO)KAPHAH 

KOMAaOA  r.  Jf.  HAPbllUKHHA 

(Zhagorskaja  Pozhamaja  Komanda  G.D.  Narishkina) 
^gare  Firefighters  Company  of  G.D.  Naiilkinas) 

r.  M.  HAPbllUKHHA  * 1902* 

(G.D.  Narishkina  *1902*) 
of  G.D.  NariJkInas  *1902* 

b)  text 
at  center 

3A  5 m>Tb  CJimBbl 
(Za  5 Lt  Sloozhbi) 

For  5 years  of  service 

10  OkthOph  1903 
(10  Oktjabra  1903) 

10  October,  1903 

I’liATURl-  OI'  TUI'  MONTH,  By  I rank  Bassic,  Albion,  Michigan. 
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BALTIC  SAGA  MEDALS 


Back  in  1974-1977,  a series  of  coin-sized  medals 


Hamilton,  Ontario.  The  series  was  entitled  the  "Baltic 
Saga  Coins"  and  was  designed  to  remind  the 
numismatic  world  of  the  fate  of  the  Republics  of 
Estonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania. 

Medals  were  issued  in  .999  silver,  and  sold  at  the 
time  for  $26.50.  The  order  brochure  also  was  offering 
22  karat  gold  versions  at  $324.00  each.  In  order  to 
purchase  a set,  one  would  have  to  spend  $212.  A gold 
set  would  have  cost  $2,592. 

Each  medal  was  sealed  in  plastic  and  came  with 
a card  explaining  its  historical  significance.  Did  any  of 
our  LNA  members  purchase  a set  or  single  medals? 
Does  anyone  have  one?  This  editor  has  never  seen  one. 
Are  any  still  available  for  sale  anywhere  today,  and  at 
what  price?  How  many  were  minted?  Who  was  the 
artist?  What  mint  manufactured  these?  Let  us  know  if 
you  have  any  such  information  and  we  will  share  it  with 
our  readers. 

The  first  four  medals  are  dated  1974,  the  next 
three  1975,  and  the  eighth  one,  1977.  Medals  measure 
40  mm.  in  diameter  and  weigh  about  30  grams  each. 
The  following  is  a brief  description  of  the  text  of  each 
medal. 


1.  Coats  of  arras  of  independent  Estonia,  Latvia,  and 
Lithuania. 

2.  The  evil  Pact  of  Hitler  and  Stalin  led  to  the 
occupation  and  destruction  of  Estonia,  Latvia  and  Lithuania 
in  1940.  Their  independence  and  freedom  must  be  restored 
again. 

3.  One  night  in  the  history  of  Estonia,  Latvia  and 
Lithuania.  Mass  deportations  of  June  13/14,  1941. 

4.  Armed  resistance  by  Estonian,  Latvian  and 
Lithuanian  freedom  fighters  1940-1952. 

5.  The  Human  Rights  Declaration  of  the  United 
nations  for  all  peoples.  Estonians,  Latvians  and  Lithuanians 
also  have  a right  to  their  land,  language  and  independence. 

6.  The  deadly  comb  ran  back  and  forth,  and  back 
again,  through  Estonia,  Latvia  and  Lithuania.  There  was  no 
doubt  however,  where  the  right  lay.  The  Baltic  States  should 
be  sovereign  independent  peoples."  Winston  Churchill,  1950. 

7.  30  years  of  exile  1944-1974.  Eor  30  years  not  one 
tenth  of  all  Estonians,  Latvians  and  Lithuanians  have  been  in 
exile.  Their  lands  are  still  occupied  and  ruled  by  the  cruel  and 
imperialistic  colonial  power  of  today. 

8.  Mikalojus  Konstantinas  Ciurlioni.s,  Lithuanian 
Artist  and  Composer. 


^ MUN(C(PAL  NOTES  OF  RUSNE  1917-1920 


By  Aleksandras  Kubilas 
Uilnius.  Lithuania 

(Continued  from  last  issue...] 

In  the  beginning  of  the  19th 
eenturv',  Jews  began  to  establish 
themselves  in  Rusne.  In  1863,  they 
established  a synagogue  there.  By  the  end 
ol  the  19th  century,  the  proportion  of  Jews 
had  increased  to  10%. 

From  ancient  times,  the  fishermen 
of  Rusne  were  known  as  providers  of  tasty 
fish.  For  example,  during  the  16th  to  17th 
century,  England  and  France  imported 
1,000  tons  of  sturgeon  from  the  Courish 
Lagoon.  But  later  the  number  of  sturgeon 
and  salmon  began  to  decline.  The  last 
sturgeon  caught  in  the  Courish  Lagoon 
was  in  1955.  It  was  254  centimeters  long, 
120  kilograms  in  weight  and  contained  18 
kilograms  of  caviar. 

Besides  the  fisheries  trade,  Rusne 
profited  from  logs  that  were  floated  down 
from  Lithuanian  forests.  Here  the  logs 
were  retired  or  worked  in  the  score  of 
local  mills  for  shipment  to  German 
markets  to  the  tune  of  millions  of  talers! 
This  encouraged  other  small  tradesmen, 
craft  and  service  enterprises.  Cultural  life 
also  flourished,  a library  was  founded,  a 
printing  shop,  a bookbinding 
establishment,  a library  and  a pharmacy 
were  opened.  A credit  bureau  also 
functioned. 

Even  though  many  men  from 
Rusne  died  during  World  War  I,  the  fish 
continued  to  flourish  in  spite  of  the  roar  of 
the  cannons,  and  many  men  were  still 
required  to  harvest  them.  Thus,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  Rusne  issued  its  emerency 
municipal  notes  a year  before  the  District 
of  Heydekrug/Silutes  issued  its  emergency 
money. 

Now  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the 
exact  purpose  of  this  currency,  or  to 
determine  the  actual  rca.son  of  its  issuance. 
Perhaps  there  was  a shortage  of  mediums 
of  exchange,  or  possibly  too  much 
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ABOVE:  Type  1-E.  Signatures:  Violet,  violet,  black.  Note:  no  illustration 
available  for  Type  1-D.  Refer  to  chart  on  page  8. 
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ABOVE:  Type  1-F.  Signatures:  Black,  violet,  violet. 
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ABOVF!:  Type  1-G.  Signatures:  Black,  violet,  violet. 


inllationary  currency  was  in  circulation,  necessitating  the 
issuance  ot  a local  currency. 

1917  NOTES 

The  first  issue  of  Rusne  notes  were  issued  in  1917 
in  the  denomination  of  50  pfennig.  Date:  .May  17,  1920. 
Size:  72  x 125  mm.  Uniface.  White  paper,  cotfee-color 
background.  The  background  security  design  consists  ol 
sraaU  squares.  In  the  center  ol  each  square  is  a white  circle. 
In  the  center  portion  the  background  text  states,  "50 
PFENNIG  50." 

The  text  of  the  note  is  printed  with  black  ink.  It 
states:  "OSTPREUSSEN.  Kreis  HEYDEKRUG.  50 
PFENNIG.  50  PFENNIG.  GUTSCFIEIN  UBER 
FUNFZIG  PFENNIG  verbiirgt  durch  die  Gemeinde  Russ; 
zahlbar  bei  der  Ortskafle.  RUSS,  den  2.  Mai  1917.  Der 
Gemeindevorstland. " 

Translation:  "East  Prussia,  District  of  Heydekrug. 
50  Pfennig.  Voucher  for  fifty  pfennigs.  Legal  tender, 
authorized  by  the  Rusne  council,  payable  at  the  local 
exchange  office.  Rusne,  day  2 May  1917.  fhe  Local 
Council." 

The  text  is  framed  by  three  black  lines,  with  the 
outermost  consisting  of  a line  of  dots.  Each  note  bears  a 
mechanically  imprinted  serial  number:  a)  either  a 4-digit 
number  5.5  mm.  in  height,  or  b)  a 5-digit  number,  6 mm. 
in  height. 

Each  note  was  hand-stamped  with  a seal  using 
black,  blue  or  violet  ink.  These  colors  are  noted  in  the  chart 
on  page  8,  but  do  not  affect  what  variety  the  note  is. 

There  are  two  major  seal  types.  The  lirst  one  reads: 
[top  arch]  "Gemeindevorsteher  [upper  portion]  zu  [center 
horizontal  text,  larger  letters]  * RUSS*  [bottom  arch]  Kreis 
Keydekrug."  Translation:  "President  of  the  Council  of 
Rusne,  District  of  Heydekrug."  Under  the  word  RUSS  is 
an  artistic  ornamentation. 

The  second  seal  type  reads:  [top  arch]  Gemeinde- 
Vorstand"  meaning  "Municipal  Council,"  [upper  portion] 
"zu"  meaning  "of,"  [center  horizontal  text]  "Russ  Ostpr." 
meaning  "Rusne,  East  Prussia,"  and  [bottom  arch]  "Kreis 
Heydekrug,"  meaning  "District  ol  Heydekrug. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  note  are  three  authorizing 
signatures  or  their  facsimiles.  Handwritten  signatures  are  in 
black,  while  stamped  facsimiles  are  in  violet.  (See  list 
printed, in  the  last  issue  of  The  Knight.) 

With  all  of  the  above  possiblities,  there  are  at  least 
9 different  known  varieties  to  these  notes  (A- 1),  which 
probably  resulted  from  7 emission  releases  at  different 
times.  The  reader  should  refer  to  the  chart  on  page  8 for 
the  various  combinations  of  serial  numbers/signaturc 
varieties/seals  that  are  known.  Notes  A-D  have  4-digit 


ABOVE:  This  friendly  Lithuanian 
face  from  Duss/Dusne  is  depicted  on 
this  postcard  greeting.... 


serial  numbers  and  are  authorized  by  one  or  two 
handwritten  signatures,  with  the  remaining  signatures 
being  facsimiles. 

Notes  E & G contain  only  1 signature  and  2 
facsimiles,  but  contain  a 5-digit  serial  number.  Type 
"i"  is  different  from  all  the  others  as  it  has  a different 
stamped  seal. 

By  serial  number  numerical  order,  F should  be 
between  B and  C,  but  its  signature  types  place  it  with 
G,  H,  and  I.  But  E with  its  high  serial  number  has 
signatures  similar  to  A-D. 

Therefore  it  appears  that  the  officials  who 
signed  the  notes  did  not  take  care  to  do  so  in  a sheet- 
by-sheet  numerical  order  pattern.  Perhaps  some  of 
them  grabbed  some  sheets  out-of-sequence  in  the  stack 
so  they  could  get  right  to  work  in  signing  their  name 
before  handing  it  to  the  next  official. 

[CONTINUED  ON  PAGI-  8....] 


English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 
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Continued  from  last  issue.... 


OSl  MARKE/  OSTMARK.  During  the  First  World  War.  the  second  monetary  unit  of  the  value  of  a mark,  introduced 
into  German-occupied  Lithuania  and  in  the  neighboring  countries,  consisting  of  100  pfennigs,  and  the  one  mark  note.  The  first 
monetary  umt  of  value  was  the  Ostrubel.  Within  the  German  Reich,  its  area  of  activity,  the  Ostmark  was  equal  to  the  German 
mark,  but  two  marks  were  required  in  exchange  for  the  Ostrubel.  The  standard  of  the  Ostmark  was  set  in  April.  1918.  Its  notes 
were  dated  "Kaunas.  April  4,  1918."  The  notes  were  issued  by  the  Stale  Loan  Bank  East.  They  were  initially  placed  into 
circulaUon  according  to  the  statute  (as  earher  with  the  Ostrubel).  however,  it  did  not  have  coverage  appropriate  to  a substanUal 
money  standard.  In  connection  with  the  large  loan  (100  milhon  marks)  obtained  from  Germany  on  December  30,  1918 
Uthuama  was  forced  to  adopt  the  Ostmark  as  the  country’s  currency  standard,  and  that  position  continued  until  the  end  of  1922 
when  it  was  supplanted  by  the  newly  created  Litas. 

On  February  26,  1919,  by  resolution  of  the  Lithuanian  government,  the  Ostmark  was  named  Auksinas,  and  the 
pfemug,  skatikas,  although  the  notes  remained  the  same.  And  each  year,  they  increased:  at  the  end  of  1918  about  291  milhon 
circulated  within  the  country.  And  this  figure  rose  to  3.5  bilhon  just  before  the  introduction  of  the  htas.  Together  with  the 
inflaUon  besetting  the  German  mark,  the  Ostmark  hkewise  suffered.  For  example,  on  January  1,  1919,  one  USA  dollar  would 

buy  8 Ostmarks.  While  on  the  final  day  of  circulation,  December  31.  1922,  its  official  exchange  rate  was  fixed  at  7 350  for  the 
dollar.  --  - 


DenominaUons  of  the  Ostmark  were  1/2,  1.  2.  5.  20,  50.  100,  and  1.000.  They  were  printed  in  German.  Lithuanian  and 
Latvian,  and  were  signed  by  Fisher.  S.  V.  Marwitz.  Moritz  (facsimiles).  The  Ostmark  had  no  coins,  for  small  change,  the  "iron 
kopecks"  utihzed  in  connection  with  the  Ostnibels  were  accepted.  In  practice,  one  kopeck  equalled  two  ostmark  pfennigs.  The 
exchange  of  the  ostmark  into  German  marks  on  an  equal  basis  was  guaranteed  by  the  Reich  itself,  and  was  so  stated  on  the 
notes.  Flowever,  there  was  never  any  attempt  made  to  make  this  exchange  so  solemnly  assured.  After  the  war.  the  Lithuanian 
Repubhc  redeemed  them  from  the  inhabitants,  purchasing  them  with  its  litas. 


OSTPINIGAI/Eastmoney.  Specialized  currency  introduced  by  the  German  occupational  government  during  World 
War  I,  and  circulated  in  Lithuama:  Ostrubel,  and  Ostmark.  Both  these  currencies,  unsupported  by  anyfund,  were  issued 
andcontrolled  by  the  Credit  Corporation  of  the  East.The  monetary  units  themselves  were  called  nibels  and  marks.  The  latter 
wre  also  nicknamed  ’auksinai"  during  1919  in  Lithuama.  But  since  both  these  currencies  were  in  reality  the  creatures  of  the 
German  High  command  in  the  East,  des  Oberbefehlshabers  Ost."  they  were  issued  by  the  Credit  Coiporation  of  the  Eiast,  and 
they  circulated  in  the  land  which  the  Germans  called  the  "East."  and  resulted  in  the  terms  by  the  pubhc  of  "Eastrubels," 
Eastmarks,  and  Eastmoney."  The  iron  kopeks  are  also  a part  of  this  Eastmoney.  These  were  struck  1916  and  placed  into 
circulation  along  with  the  paper  Ostrubel  notes.  All  Ostmoney  notes  were  printed  in  a very  primitive  manner,  on  cheap  paper. 
As  a result  many  counterfeits  appeared  soon.  With  the  depreciation  of  the  German  mark  after  the  war,  the  Ostmoney  hkewise 
fell.  With  the  installation  of  its  own  currency  in  Lithuania,  the  Litas,  most  of  the  Ostmoney  was  exchanged  into  Litas'  by 
December  31,  1922. 

The  emission  of  Ostmoney  (which  Lithuania  could  not  control),  and  its  depreciation  inflicted  damages  to  the  country's 
economy  of  5,383  bilhon  marks.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  Germans  withdrew  from  Lithuania,  they  rehnquished  their  own 
in.stallations,  valued  at  their  own  estimates,  at  800  milhon  German  marks.  Since  the  Germans  were  forbidden  by  the  Versailles 
Treaty  to  pay  any  other  debts  excepting  the  132  billions  of  gold  marks  to  the  war’s  victors,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  signed  in 
Befhn  on  May  31,  1923  by  Lithuama  and  Germany,  all  debts  between  the  two  countries  were  liquidated  on  even  terms,  for  the 
sake  of  peace. 

OS  FRUBLIS/Ostrubel.  The  first  monetary  unit  of  currency  issued  during  the  First  World  War  by  the  Germans  for 
occupied  Lithuania  (and  its  neighboring  regions:  Kursas,  Baltstoge,  Gardinas)  was  the  Ostrubel.  consisting  of  100  kopeks  and 
the  1 Ostrubel  denomination  note.  And  it  was  issued  into  circulation  under  the  name  "rubel,"  since  it  was  designed  to  displace 
the  Russian  ruble  in  that  territory.  Flowever,  the  users  of  the  new  ruble,  to  di.stinguish  it  from  the  real  Russian  one,  soon 
designated  it  as  the  Ostrubel.  CONTINUED  NEXT  ISSUE... 


CONTEMPORARy  VOLUNTEER’S  MEDAL 

Hast'd  upon  information  7. 

supplied  by  Henry  L.  (ilaidis 


The  Volunteer’s  Medal  (Lietuvos 
Kariuomenes  Kureju  Savanoriu  Medalis)  is  the 
newest  of  the  Lithuanian  Government 
decorations  to  be  revived.  It  was  first  awarded 
during  the  February  16,  1996  Independence  Day 
celebration.  The  original  medal  was  issued  in 
1928  to  honor  the  first  12,000  or  so  Lithuanians 
who  had  volunteered  for  the  Lithuanian  Army 
during  the  1918-1920  period  when  the  Republic 
was  first  established.  Similarly  the  new  medal  is 
awarded  to  soldiers  who  answered  their 
country's  1991  call  for  troops  in  the  face  of  the 
impending  Soviet  invasion.  No  specific 
information  is  currently  available  on  the  number 
of  medals  issued,  but  it  is  known  that  at  least  80 
have  been  awarded  to  members  of  the  SKAT 
(current  Lithuanian  Volunteer  Reserve  Defense 
Force-Savanoriu). 

The  obverse  of  the  decoration  is  almost 
an  exact  copy  of  the  pre-War  medal  depicting  a 
striking  bare  hand  holding  a sword  breaking  a 
sword  held  by  an  armored  hand  and  severing  a 
chain  of  bondage.  Appearing  in  the  background 
is  a rising  hill  with  the  ancient  castle  of 
Gediminas.  The  original  medal  bears  the 
'Hugenin  Sc'  manufacturer's  mark  just  below 
the  bare  hand  area  which  is  omitted  on  the  new 
version. 

The  major  difference  between  the  two 
medals  occurs  on  the  reverse.  The  original 
decoration  bears  the  dates  '1918-1928'  over  the 
word  'SAVANORIU'  while  the  new  decoration 
omits  the  dates  in  favor  of  the  inscription 
•LIETUVOS  SAVANORIU!' 


awarded  by  the  Republic  of  Lithuania.  Similarly  a good  number  of  the 
new  military  and  police  breast  badges,  plus  a large  number  of  unit  and 
organization  cloth  uniform  shoulder  patches,  have  been  issued.  Several 
of  these  badges  have  previously  been  reported  in  The  Knight  and 
others  will  be  reported  in  future  articles. 


In  addition,  the  new  decoration  does  not 
dot  the  'I'  in  the  word  'SAVANORIUI'  Though 
the  decoration  is  intended  to  be  awarded  to 
members  of  the  military,  at  least  one  medal  has 
been  awarded  to  a civilian.  During  his  visit  to 
Lithuania,  LNA  member  Hank  Gaidis  attended  a 
gathering  of  Lithuanian  military  officers  where 
Audrius  Butkevicius,  the  1991  Minister  of 
Defense  (Krasto  Apsaugos  Ministerija)  was 
awarded  the  Savanoriu  Medal  for  his  civilian 
service  in  that  capacity. 

This  concludes  our  brief  series  on  the 
current  decorations  being  awarded  by  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania,  most  are  restorations  of 
the  orders  and  decorations  which  existed  before 
the  1940  Russian  occupation,  although  several 
are  new,  fitting  with  the  times. 

With  the  passage  of  time,  more  details 
will  be  ascertained  which  will  greatly  add  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  new  decorations  being 


WORD  PROCESSORS  NEEDED 

We  have  had  several  requests  for  our  LNA  English  translations  of 
Jonas  K.  Karys'  books,  "Independent  Lithuanian  Money"  (1953).  and  "Ancient 
Lithuanian  Money"  (1959).  Both  these  books  we  published  in  serial  form  in  the 
early  1980s  here  in  The  Knight.  These  were  typed  up  irregularly  on  a manual 
typewriter  in  the  days  before  word  processing  computers. 

We  would  hke  to  re-issue  these  translations  to  those  wanting  them, 
but  will  need  them  attractively  and  user-friendly  typed  up  single-spaced  on  a 
computer,  preferably  "Microsoft  Works." 

This  will  be  alot  of  typing  (a  whole  book)  and  will  take  someone  w ho 
can  format  the  margins  to  copy  on  both  sides  of  the  page  which  will  be 
plastic-ring  bound.  It  will  also  take  Lithuanian  alphabet  letters,  although  you 
will  be  typing  in  ENGLISH  (If  you  don't  have  Lithuanian  fonts,  we  can  supply 
them).  Perhaps  you  could  have  someone  type  it  regular,  and  then  you  can  go 
back  and  insert  the  Lithuanian  letters  with  their  accent  marks  where  need  be. 
When  finished  you  can  send  the  disc  back  to  me. 

INTERESTED?  Write  this  editor.  The  1953  book  is  the  shorter  of  the 

two. 


EMERGENCV  BANKNOTES  OF  RUSNE  1917- 1920  Continued  from  pace  5... 
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Kreis  HEYDEKRUG. 


; zahlbar  bei  der  Ortskaffe. 


ABOVE;  Type  1-H.  Signatures:  All  violet. 


OSTPREUSSEN. 


50 

PFENNIG. 


17339 

GUTSCHEIN 


Kreis  HEYDEKRUG. 


FtiNF 


50 

PFENNIG. 


ENNIG 


Ibar  bei  der  Ortskafie. 
er  Gemeindevorftand. 


In  the  above  chart,  emission 
numbers  and  their  order  has  been 
largely  determined  by  the  signature 
combinations,  rather  than  sequential 
serial  numbers. 

Based  on  the  notes  available  to 
the  author  and  material  from  reference 
sources,  the  estimated  number  of  notes 
of  each  variety  that  were  issued  is 
presented  in  the  above  chart.  As  can  be 
seen,  the  number  of  notes  of  varieties 
A-C  placed  into  circulation  was  not 
great,  approximately  one  to  four 
thousand. 

The  notation  in  the  1917  Chart 
"Not  more  than"  means  that  the  number 
issued  of  a variety  could  be  much 
smaller  and  could  have  been  issued  to 
augment  the  number  of  notes  in 
circulation  of  the  previous  variety.  All 
told,  the  total  number  of  these  1917- 
dated  notes  could  have  been  about 
20,000.  As  stated  earlier,  based  on  the 
placement  and  varieties  of  the 
signatures,  it  appears  that  there  were  at 
least  7 releases/emissions  of  these  notes 
into  circulation,  with  a total  of  at  least  9 
varieties.  More  may  be  discovered  as 
collectors  share  information  about  notes 
in  their  collection. 


ABOVE:  Type  l-I.  Signatures:  All  violet 
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BANKNOTES  OF  RUSNE  1917- 1920 


Continued  from  page  8... 


AT  LEFT:  Loll's  Hotel  in  Rusne  before  World 
War  I. 


It  is  not  known  where  the  1917-dated  notes 
were  printed.  Even  though  sources  disagree,  it  is  very 
possible  that  these  notes  were  printed  by  the  A.  and  J. 
Vabeliai  printing  press  in  Rusne.  These  notes  of 
Rusne  are  somewhat  similar  to  the  notes  for 
Heydekrug/Silutes  that  were  printed  one  year  later  in 
1918.  Especially  similar  are  the  squares  with  a circle 
in  the  center  pattern  used  for  the  security  background. 
Some  municipalities  in  the  Heydekrug/Silutes  District 
had  their  emergency  notes  printed  in  Tilsit/Tilze  the 
other  side  of  the  Nemunas  River. 

[ARTICLE  TO  BE  CONCLUDED  NEXT  ISSUE 
WITH  THE  1920  NOTES] 


ABOVE:  Heydekrug  [SilulesJ  112  Mark  note,  1918. 
The  background  square! circle  security  design  is  similar  to 
the  Rusne  design  (Illustration  reduced  in  size). 


LITHUANIAN  WWII 
OCCUPATION  COLLKCTIBLKS 
BOOK  PUBLISHED 


THEMES: 
paper  money 
points  notes 
prenttutn  notes 
commodity  notes 
permits  notes 
camp  notes 
coins 

military  medals 
decorations 
(ood  cards 
war  bonds 
defence  bonds 
receipts 

personal  documents 
various  documents 
post  service 
postcards 

propaganda  placards 
lottery  tickets 
souvenirs 


.5  II  WAR 
iM-fiERiNAM 
mONf  IM 


lALOOUE 

K A T A L O G 


Aleksandras 

KUBILAS 

LK  A,  VILNIUS,  1997 


The  Lithuanian  Collectors  Association  in 
Vilnius  has  published  a 120  page  book  entitled 
World  War  II  Russian-German  Occupations  in 
Lithuania  Catalogue,  by  collector  Aleksandras 
Kubilas. 

This  book  is  an  excellent  resource  guide  for 
the  Lithuanian  collector's  library.  The  book  is 
complete  with  prices  for  various  collectible  items 
used  in  Lithuania  during  World  War  II.  Included  is 
paper  money,  punkte  notes,  camp  notes,  coins, 
military  medals,  food  cards,  war  bonds,  lottery 
tickets,  propaganda  placards,  documents,  postcards, 
souvenirs,  etc. 

The  books  sell  for  U.S.  $20  plus  $10  for 
postage,  handling  & bank  conversion  fee  ($30 
total).  Write:  Aleksandras  Kubilas,  Ab.  Dc^  159, 
2(XX)  Vilnius,  Lithuania. 


V\  ANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

10.  FOR  SALE:  Dr.  \'ictor  Zilaitis  is  disposing 
of  his  library  of  Lithuanian  hooks,  journals  and 
no^spapers.  Also  selling  his  Lithuanian 
memorabilia:  medals,  tokens,  coins,  banknotes, 
photo  albums,  old  documents  and  receipts, 
transportation  tickets,  lottery  tickets,  lapel  pins,  old 
advertisements,  stocks  and  bonds,  old  maps,  theater 
tickets,  old  photos,  religious  leaflets,  misc. 
certificates,  loan  bonds,  1920-40  receipts  (kvitas), 
stamps,  plaques,  passports,  huge  variety  of  items 
acquired  over  many  years.  Please  indicate  your  area 
of  collecting  interest.  Phone  (813)  633-3403  or  write 
to  Dr.  Victor  Zilaitias,  2018  Heathfield  Circle,  Sun 
City  Center,  I L 33573. 

F'OR  SALE:  Bumper-Stickers  from  the  1972 
"McGovern/Shriver"  US  Presidential  election 
campaign.  I have  a total  of  8 of  these,  which  I am 
selling  for  $3.00  each.  .John  C.  Kozimbo,  701  Park 
Avenue  South,  Linden,  New  Jersey,  07036-1246. 


THE  KNIGHT.  Volume  20,  No.  4.  Issue 
#110.  The  official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association. 

Aleksandras  Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD. 
DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan, 
EDITOR.  Subscription/membership:  A donation 
of  $15  or  more.  Write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association,  P.  O.  Box  22696,  Baltimore,  MD 
21203. 

EDITOR’S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224. 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write  Sarunas 
Mingela,  46707  Stratford  Court,  Nortbville,  MI 
48167.  Tbe  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  C-1 17903. 


BANK  ANNIVERSARY  EXHIBITION 
BOOKLET  PUBLISHED 

As  part  of  the  75th  annivesary  of  the  litas  and  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  last  year,  an  exhibition  was  held  Oct  2 
through  December  7.  A special  71 -page  bi-lingual 
(Lithuanian  and  English)  program  was  published,  filled 
with  photographs  of  banknotes,  checks,  bonds,  bank 
officials,  buildings,  and  other  interesting  items. 


Included  were  photographs  of  Juozas  Zikaras 
drawings  of  proposed  coin  designs  dated  1923,  bank 
workers  sorting  through  the  temporary  1922  banknotes, 
and  a panel  of  1922  banknotes.  The  ISBN  number  of  the 
book  is  99896-9047-8-1. 


(212)  385-8661 
FAX (212) 349-1743 


DMITRY  MARKOV 

( ()l\s  A Ml.DM.S 

* Ancient 

* Metjieval 

* Islamic 

* Russian 

P O BOX  950 

NEW  YORK  N Y 10272 


LITHUANIAN  ITEMS  FOR  SALE 
Frank  Passic,  9(K)  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Michigan  49224 

MEDALS 

OOOth  Jubilee  of  Christianity  medal  (1987)  by  Vytautas  Kasuba.  Silver-plated  bronze, 
3"  diameter.  (See  The  Knight  April-May  1986).  $50. 

Vilnius  University  400th  Anniv.  Medal  by  Kasuba.  1979.  70  mm.  diameter.  (See  The 
Kmght  Dec/Jan  1979/80).  Antique  bronze,  $30.  Bronze  proof  $50. 

Darius-Girenas  50th  anniv.  medal  by  Algimantas  ^emaitaitis  (See  The  Knight  Aug- 
Sept  1983).  Bronze,  oxidized  silver  plate.  70  mm.  diameter.  Only  150  minted!  $55. 

St.  Casimir  Patron  Saint  of  Lithuania.  50  mm.  Cathedral  of  Vilnius  on  back.  Brilliant 
white  metal.  $17. 

Archbishop  Jurgis  Matulaitis  medal.  50  mm.  Catheddral  of  Vilnius  on  back.  Brilhant 
white  metal,  $17. 

Three  crosses  bronze  baptism  medal.  1 1/2"  diameter.  $15. 

Jonas  Slipuas  (1861-1944)  bronze  medal.  Large  81  mm.  Obv;  Bust  of  Sliupas.  Rev: 
Housein  Palanga.  $25.00. 

POLISH  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  AND  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

MEDALS.  These  were  issued  in  the  late  1970s  and  feature  Polish  historical  events,  also 
related  Lithuanian.  All  are  70  mm.  diameter  pewter,  or  bronze  where  noted.  $17  each. 

No.  0 (1978)  Misico.  Shows  king  and  queen  together. 

No.  3a  (1978)  Mesico  HI.  Has  interesting  illustration  of  Jewish  merchants  & Story. 

Bronze. 

No.  5 (1977)  Kazimieras.  Old  renaissance  lettering.  Shows  houses  & buildings. 

No.  6 (1977)  Marriage  of  Jadwiga  to  Jogaila.  Numerous  Lithuanian  emblems  & 

themes. 

No.  8 (1979)  Albertas.Has  image  of  ruler  standing  on  the  left. 

OTHER  POLISH  ITEMS: 

1919  Vilnius  Univ.  Polish  food  card  sheet  with  rulers.  Used  condition.  $35. 

Polish  1930's  "Wilno"  panoramic  view  of  Vilnius  postcard.  Unused.  $7.00. 
Kosciuszko-era  banknote.  Pick-Al  5 Zloty,  June  8,  1794.  XF  $60.00. 

" " Pick- A3  25  Zloty,  June  8,  1794.  XF  $80.00. 

Polish  occupation  of  Vilnius,  1920  notes.  SCARCE!!!!  Illustrated  in  Kunciene  book.  A 
must  for  any  Lithuanian  municipal  collection. 

1 Marka.  UNC  with  stamp  $80.00;  10  Marek  VF  spots  $75;  20  Marek  Fine  $85. 

LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATIC  BOOKS 

Lietuvos  Pinigai  1915-1941  by  Ruta  Kunciene.  A MUST  for  any  Lithuanian  collector. 
Hard  cover.  Now  out-of-print,  I have  only  2 copies  left.  Get  yours  today.  $40.  Our  LNA  English 
translation  for  easy  follow-along,  $12.00. 

Lithuania  1990-1995,  Numismatics,  Phaleristics  and  Philately.  By  Lithuanian 
National  Museum,  1996  exhibition  booklet.  Excellent  resource  for  "new"material  in  English 
language.  $12.00. 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania.  English  language  booklet  with  lots  of  photographs  of  medieval 
Lithuanian  coins,  modem  commemorative  coins.  History  of  Lithuanian  finances,  etc.  Large  size, 
colorful.  1 copy  left.  $10.00. 

Lietuvos  Didziosios  Kunigaiksystes  Numizmatika  By  Sajauskas  and  Kaubrys  (1993). 
The  ultimate  reference  for  Medieval  Lithuanian  coins  and  bars.  456  pages.  A MUST  BOOK  for 
any  collector.  2 lefL  $65.00  each.  72-page  price  list  book,  $12.00. 

Lietuvos  Ordinai,  Medaliai,  Ir  Zenkeliai  1918-1940,  By  Astikas,  1993.  A MUST 
BOOK  for  any  collector  of  Lithuanian  military  orders,  decorations,  clubs  and  organizational 
badges,  pins,  etc.  Hard  cover,  400  pages.  $40.00. 

Radvilii  Medaliai,  by  Ruzas,  1993.  Soft  cover,  63  pages.  Photographs  and  descriptions 
of  the  nobility  Radvilas  family  medals.  $15.00. 

Lithuanian  Collectors  Association  JOURNAL  No.  1.  (1994).  Colorful,  interesting 
topics  about  coins,  paintings,  loan  notes,  etc.  Including  Napoleon  in  Lithuania.  $10.00. 

Decorations  of  the  Republic  of  Latvia  1918-1940.  By  Ducmane.  Hard  cover,  112 
pages.  In  Latvian,  but  summaries  in  English  & others.  $27.00. 

Our  custom-made  Capital  Plastic  holders  for  Lithuania's  1925-36-38  coins.  (14 
coins).  Blue,  with  Vytis,  map  of  Lithuania,  dates  & denominations.  $35.00. 


PENKUiaiESIMTYiLim 


LI  rnr AMAN  minor  & KLAIPEDA/Memel  Municipal  Notes 

Meuiel/Klmpeda  Pick  1-7  complete  set  of  7 notes.  UNC  $200. 

Ragmt/Ragaiue.  1914  set  of  1/2.  I,  2,  3 marks.  XF  set  $125.  1/2  Mark  with  small  text 
.\l'  $40.  I Mark  XJ-  $35. 

Silutes/Heydekrug.  Herman  Sudermann  series  set  May  28,  1921.  4 Notes  UNC  $100. 
Tilsit.  Oct  15.  1918  series.  Punched  "ENTWERET."  All  UNC.  10  mark,  $35;  20  mark 
$40;  50  mark  $45. 

Tilsit  12  Nov  1921  Set  of  50,  75  pfg,  1 & 3 marks.  1 Mk  has  Baltic  area  MAP.  UNC 

$35. 
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WORLD  WAR  U 

1 punkte  for  Lithuania  with  serial  #.  XF  35.  w/o  # #30. 

5 punkte  for  Lithuania  w/o  #,  $35. 

10  punkte  for  Lithuania  w/o  # $55. 

"PRAMIENSCHEIN"  ration  coupon  sheet  for  Baltic  Countries.  1944.  Green,  $30 
Brown,  $30. 

"ZUKERSCHEIN"  500  gr.  ration  card  for  Baltic  countries.  Scarce!  1944.  $25. 
German-issued  Cigarette  ration  coupon  for  Lithuama,  $15.00. 

Pick-M34.  WWn  GermanArmed  Forces  Cleaming  Notes.  1 Reichsmark  15  Sept  1944 
UNC.  $4.50. 

PRE- WWn  LITAS  BANKNOTES  Assemble  a "short  set"  for  your  collection! 
ORIGINAL  "Temporary"  Series 
Pick-1  1 centas  UNC  $55.  XF  $45. 

Pick-2  5 centai  1922  UNC  $55,  VF  $35. 

Pick-3  20  centu  1922  XF  $90 
Pick-4  50  centu  1922  VF  $70 
"PERMANENT"  Series  of  November,  1922 
Pick-7,  1 centas  UNC  $50. 

Pick-8  2 centai  UNC  $55.  XF  $45 
Pick-9  5 centai  UNC  $55;  EF  $45;  VF  $30 
Pick- 10  10  centu  UNC  $75;  EF  $55 
Pick- 11  20  centu  SCARCE!  UNC  $100.  XF  $90 
Pick- 12  50  centu  Fine  $30 
Pick-13  1 Litas  1922  Nice  VF  $135 

Pick- 20  100  Litu,  1922.  "Pavyzdys-bevertis"  on  back.  No  serial  #.  The  key  to  this  series 
features  Vytautas  the  Great,  and  women  wearing  an  amber  necklace.  UNC  $845.00 
PRINTED  IN  ENGLAND  SERIES: 

Pick-21  500  Utu,  1924.  SCARCE!  EF  $400. 

Pick-24.  50  Utu.  1928.  PAVYZDYS  AOOO.OOO  UNC  $225.00 
Pick-25  100  Utu.  1928.  XF  $60. 

Pick- 26  5 Litai.  1929.  Fine  $25 

Pick- 27  20  Utu,  1920.  XF  $60.  VF  $35.  Beautiful  note. 

Pick- 28  10  litu.  1938  is  not  available,  but  I put  this  here  to  get  your  attention. 

MISC  ITEMS 


OSTUltD  SPlNKSTOrFWAgEN-njNKTWElTSCHEl* 

fmr  rior**.  tatd  roaoMWtonntf 

trrv  uu4ro  VEU-ALV  HEniusos  puNimj  vEnts  tEKuLAS  ' 

Vi  prUiMifAM  Uvau  ir  vUmi  ' 

N2  034130 


iil 


VERKECH  N U NG  SSCH  El  nIU 

-OR  DIE  OEUTSCHE  WEHf^MACHT 


^'"E:'lrNrE3 

RlE  l CH  S M ARK.: 


m. 


H&UfTVtSWAl.TUN<r. 


PRA.MIENSCH£IN 

Prftf*i4|w  sim*  / Pr«ml|«t  ivfikJat 


titm  ivcwg  / t 


Uthuanian  passport,  1931,  issued  to  Robertas  Virbiekas  of  Siauliai.  $30. 

KJaipeda/Memel  district  personal  identification  booklet  (1936)  of  Maria  Buntins.  $25. 

German  Memel  personal  identification  booklet  (1918)  of  Anna  Pedkow,  and  her  1926 
Klaipda/Memel  district  identification  Set  $40.00. 
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WISE  OWL  QUIZETTE  Coin  Operated  napkin  machine  (late  1940s).  Made  in 
Detroit  by  the  Mercury  Steel  Corp/Continental  Service  & Equip.  Co.  For  the  coin-operated 
machine  collector.  Takes  cents.  You  get  a card  each  time  with  a question.  To  get  answer  you 
have  to  put  in  another  cent,  and  that  card  also  has  another  question.  Some  cards  left,  you  can 
probably  get  your  own  printed.  Collector’s  antique.  Copies  of  original  literature  included. 
$95.00,  includes  key.  Add  $10.00  shipping. 
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